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The Sciences subcommittee of the CCI reviewed the semester conversion proposal for the BA program in Psychology on December 9th and voted unanimously to approve the proposal for consideration in the full CCI.

The Psychology department reviewed comparable programs at peer institutions and made a few changes to their BA program: they reduced the required core area courses from six to four and they restructured their advanced courses so that they integrate more closely with the core areas.  The new core area structure and advanced course requirements (two courses, with at least one that is sequenced with a core area course) allow BA students more elective opportunities, including more intensive work within one area, research with a faculty member, or an internship experience.   In addition to core courses (four courses, 12 units) and advanced electives (two courses, 6 units), the major will continue to include a data analysis and research requirement (two courses, 6 units).  Students will then take additional elective courses to complete their 36-hour minimum for the major. 
The subcommittee originally reviewed the proposed semester conversion for the Psychology BA on November 19th.    The subcommittee returned the proposal to Psychology with a number of comments and questions, primarily regarding stated learning objectives (which were inconsistent across the proposal and very broad), a question about the adequacy of the transition and assessment plans, and a question about the existence of a pre-major.  Psychology replied to our response with a revised proposal, which the subcommittee then reconsidered on December 9th.   We determined that our concerns had been adequately addressed and therefore approved the proposal unanimously with a recommendation that it be reviewed and approved by the full CCI.
Jim Fredal
